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(54) Laser projection display system 



(57) A display apparatus includes a laser light 
source for emitting a light beam having a coherence 
length; a beam expander for expanding the light beam; 
a spatial light modulator; beam shaping optics for shap- 
ing the expanded laser beam to provide uniform illumi- 
nation of the spatial light modulator, the beam shaping 



optics including a fly's eye integrator having an array of 
lenslets; a diffuser located in the light beam between the 
laser light source and the beam shaping optics; an elec- 
trically controllable de-speckling modulator for modify- 
ing the temporal and spatial phase of the light beam; 
and a projection lens for producing an image of the spa- 
tial light modulator on a distant screen. 
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Description 

[0001] The invention relates to projection display ap- 
paratus employing a laser as a light source. More par- 
ticularly, the invention relates to laser projection display 
apparatus having means for reducing the appearance 
of coherence-induced artifacts and speckle in the dis- 
play. 

[0002] Projection display systems for the display of 
video images are well-known in the prior art. These sys- 
tems can take the form of a white light source, most no- 
tably a xenon arc lamp, illuminating one or more light 
valves or spatial light modulators with appropriate color 
filtering to form the desired image, the image being pro- 
jected onto a viewing screen. 

[0003] Lasers have been known to be attractive alter- 
native light sources to arc lamps for projection displays. 
One potential advantage is a wider color gamut featur- 
ing very saturated colors. Laser illumination offers the 
potential for simple, low-cost efficient optical systems, 
providing improved efficiency and higher contrast when 
paired with some spatial light modulators. One disad- 
vantage of lasers for projection display has been the his- 
torical lack of a cost-effective laser source with sufficient 
power at visible wavelengths. However, such lasers (al- 
beit, still high cost) are now produced by JenOptik and 
Lumera Laser, GmbH, and are mode-locked, diode- 
pumped, solid-state lasers, each with a nonlinear-opti- 
cal system featuring an optical parametric oscillator 
(OPO) to simultaneously generate red, green, and blue 
light. This system has been disclosed by Wallenstein in 
US Patents 5,828,424, issued October 27, 1998, and 
6,233,025 issued May 15, 2001 ; and by Nebel in US Pat- 
ent 6,233,089, issued May 15, 2001. Another example 
disclosed by Moulton in US Patent 5,740,190, issued 
April 14, 1998 is developed by Q-Peak and is a Q- 
switched DPSS laser with an OPO system to simulta- 
neously generate red, green, and blue light. 
[0004] Spatial light modulators provide another com- 
ponent that enables laser display systems. Examples of 
two-dimensional spatial light modulators are reflective 
liquid crystal modulators such as the liqu id-cry stal-on- 
silicon (LCOS) modulators available from JVC, Three- 
Five, Aurora, and Philips, and micromirror arrays such 
as the Digital Light Processing (DLP) chips available 
from Texas Instruments. Advantages of two-dimension- 
al modulators over one-dimensional array modulators 
and raster-scanned systems are the absence of scan- 
ning required, absence of streak artifacts due to non- 
uniformities in the modulator array, and immunity to la- 
ser noise at frequencies much greater than the frame 
refresh rate (> 120 Hz). A further advantage of two-di- 
mensional spatial light modulators is the wide tolerance 
for reduction of the spatial coherence of the illuminating 
beam. On the other hand, some valuable modulator 
technologies can be readily fabricated as high fill factor 
one dimensional devices, although the two dimensional 
constructions are more limited. Examples of one-dimen- 



sional or linear spatial light modulators include the Grat- 
ing Light Valve (GLV) produced by Silicon Light Ma- 
chines and described in US Patent 5,311,360 issued 
May 10, 1994 to Bloom eta I.; the conform a I grating mod- 
5 ulator, described in US Patent 6,307,663 issued Octo- 
ber 23, 2001 to Kowarz; and the electro-optic reflective 
grating modulator described in US Patent 6,084,626 is- 
sued July 4, 2000 to Ramanujan et al. 
[0005] Although high power visible lasers offer new 
10 opportunities for the design of projection systems, in- 
cluding the possibilities of expanded color gamut and 
simplified optical designs, laser light is in other ways not 
optimum for use in image projection systems with spatial 
light modulators. In particular, lasers are very bright 
is sources, which emit generally coherent light within a 
very small optical volume (etendue or lagrange). Eten- 
due is the product of the focal spot area and the solid 
angle of the beam at the focus. Lagrange is the product 
of the focal spot radius and the numerical aperture. For 
example, a single mode green wavelength laser with a 
diffraction-limited beam has a lagrange of about 0.3 jj.m, 
which is about 15,000 times smaller than the lagrange 
for a conventional white light lamp source, such as an 
arc lamp. With such a small lagrange, lasers can be 
used very effectively in raster scanning systems, includ- 
ing those for flying spot printers and laser light shows, 
where a tightly controlled beam is desirable. 
[0006] On the other hand, in an image projection sys- 
tem, in which an image-bearing medium such as a film 
or a spatial light modulator is imaged to a screen or a 
target plane, the high coherence and small lagrange of 
the laser is ultimately undesirable. In such an imaging 
system, the lagrange is determined by the linear size of 
the projected area (size of the spatial light modulator) 
multiplied by the numerical aperture of the collection 
lens. The related quantity, etendue, is calculated simi- 
larly. In many white light projection systems, the projec- 
tion lens is quite fast (f/3 for example) to collect as much 
light as possible. Even so, the typical white light lamp 
source overfills both the light valve and the projection 
lens, and significant light is lost. For example, in a rep- 
resentative system using a common 0.9" diagonal light 
valve and an f/3 projection lens, the optimum light 
source would have approximately a 2.0-mm lagrange to 
provide proper filling without overfill. However, a stand- 
ard white light lamp, with a typical lagrange of 2-1 0 mm, 
is not sufficiently bright and will generally overfill this rep- 
resentative system. 

[0007] In the case of a laser display system using im- 
age area projection (as opposed to raster scanning), the 
opposite problem arises, the lasers being too bright. 
Furthermore, it is not desirable to illuminate the spatial 
light modulator with a coherent source, because of the 
potential for interference effects, such as fringes, which 
may overlay the displayed image. Diffraction artifacts 
can arise from illuminating the grid electrode pattern of 
a liquid crystal panel, an X-cube with a center disconti- 
nuity, or any dust or imperfections on the optical ele- 
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ments with a highly coherent beam of light. Therefore, 
a reduction of the source brightness (or an increase in 
the source lagrange) is a necessity for such laser pro- 
jection systems. 

[0008] A defined reduction of the source brightness 
can also provide an important opportunity. The projec- 
tion display optical system can be designed to optimize 
and balance the system requirements for resolution, 
system light efficiency, and system simplicity. By defin- 
ing the system f-number on the basis of a criterion other 
than system light efficiency, the specifications on other 
system components such as the projection lens, color 
filters, and polarization optics can be eased, dramatical- 
ly reducing system costs compared to some lamp- 
based projection systems. 

[0009] While laser sources can be optimized for use 
in projection display illumination and imaging systems, 
there is the consequent major disadvantage of speckle 
to be dealt with. Speckle arises due to the high degree 
of coherence (both spatial and temporal) inherent in 
most laser sources. Speckle produces a noise compo- 
nent in the image that appears as a granular structure, 
which both degrades the actual sharpness of the image 
and annoys the viewer. As such, the speckle problem, 
as well as the historical lack of appropriate laser sourc- 
es, has inhibited the development of marketable laser- 
based display systems. 

[0010] The prior art is rich in ways of attempting to 
reduce speckle. One common approach is to reduce the 
temporal coherence by broadening the linewidth of the 
laser light. Other approaches to reducing the temporal 
coherence are to split the illuminating wavefront into 
beamlets and delay them relative to each other by long- 
er than the coherence time of the laser, see for example 
US Patent 5,224,200, issued June 29, 1993 to Rasmus- 
sen et al. Dynamically varying the speckle pattern by 
vibrating or dynamically altering the screen is another 
way of reducing the visibility of the speckle pattern; see, 
for example, US Patent 5,272,473 issued December 21 , 
1993 to Thompson et al. Another speckle reduction ap- 
proach involves coupling the laser light into a multimode 
optical fiber and vibrating the fiber to cause mode- 
scrambling as described in US Patent 3,588,21 7, issued 
June 28, 1971 to Mathisen. 

[001 1] Another family of de-speckling solutions uses 
a diffusing element that is moved or vibrated within the 
projector system. Typically, this is done at an intermedi- 
ate image plane, as disclosed in US Patent 4,035,068, 
issued July 12, 1977 to Rawson. One disadvantage of 
this approach is that the diffusion must occur precisely 
at the image plane or a softening of the image will occur. 
Also, the projection lens is complicated by the require- 
ment to provide an intermediate image plane. A means 
of dynamically varying the speckle pattern by dynami- 
cally diffusing the laser beam in the illumination path of 
the device would be preferable. A hologram illumination 
system utilizing this approach has been disclosed by 
vanLigten in US Patent 3,490,827, issued January 20, 



1 970, in which a diffuser is rotated in the focus of a beam 
expander. Florence discloses in US Patent 5,313,479, 
issued May 17, 1994, illuminating a light valve through 
a rotating diffuser. These approaches have the disad- 

5 vantage of not being adaptable to uniform efficient illu- 
mination of a rectangular spatial light modulator. Butter- 
worth et al. in US Patent 6,005,722, issued December 
21, 1999, disclose a system in which a variable-thick- 
ness plate is rotated in the illumination of a light-pipe 

10 homogenizes When used with lasers, though, light pipe 
homogenizers require either a large numerical aperture 
or a substantial length to achieve sufficient uniformity, 
and offer less control with fewer degrees of design free- 
dom than systems designed with fly's eye optics. There- 

15 fore, it is harder to control the illumination brightness 
while producing a uniform illumination in a compact sys- 
tem. 

[0012] Finally, the laser projection system disclosed 
by Trisnadi in US Patent 6,323,984, issued November 

20 27, 2001 , describes a design in which a wavefront phase 
modulator is used to impart a structured phase profile 
across the imaging beam, image data is imparted to the 
beam by means of a linear GLV type spatial light mod- 
ulator. This modulator is imaged to an intermediate 

25 plane where the wavefront modulator resides, and the 
intermediate image is subsequently re-imaged to a 
screen, with the image scanned out through the motion 
of a galvanometer. This system relies on the fact that a 
static phase profile, which is provided by the wavefront 

30 modulator, is imparted to the line image in the narrow 
(in-scan) direction. At any instant of time, a single point 
on the screen will be illuminated by one point on the 
phase profile. The total intensity at a single point on the 
screen is the "incoherent" addition of all the phases. Fur- 

35 ther the phase profile of the wavefront modulator must 
be such that the interference effects from the high and 
low phase steps generally cancel each other out. While 
the system of the '984 patent does provide some speck- 
le reduction, the fact that wavefront modulator is located 

40 at an intermediate image plane within the imaging sys- 
tem, rather than within the illumination system, compro- 
mises the system performance, as the phase changes 
are limited by the constraint of not significantly effecting 
image quality. Also, as the aforementioned wavefront 

<5 modulator is a static device, which is constructed as a 
passive spatially variant phase grating, it provides less 
control and variation of phase than an active device, and 
therefore potentially less speckle reduction. 
[0013] Another disadvantage of using a laser as a 

so light source in an image projector is the susceptibility of 
interference or the occurrence of diffraction artifacts in 
the light valve. This is especially true of liquid crystal 
modulators, wherein the thin-film structure can result in 
fringes in the image due to non-uniformities in the film 

55 layers. Diffraction artifacts arise from illuminating a grid 
electrode pattern in the light modulator with a highly co- 
herent beam of light. 

[0014] There is a need therefore for a laser-based dis- 
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play system that uses a spatial light modulator, allows 
control of the illumination brightness to optimize system 
design, and exhibits reduced speckle and eliminates co- 
herence artifacts at the spatial light modulator while ex- 
hibiting high throughput efficiency. 
[0015] The need is met according to the present in- 
vention by providing a display apparatus that includes 
a laser light source for emitting a light beam having a 
coherence length; a beam expander for expanding the 
light beam; a spatial light modulator; beam shaping op- 
tics for shaping the expanded laser beam to provide uni- 
form illumination of the spatial light modulator, the beam 
shaping optics including a fly's eye integrator having an 
array of lenslets; a diffuser located in the light beam be- 
tween the laser light source and the beam shaping op- 
tics; an electrically controllable de-speckling modulator 
for modifying the temporal and spatial phase of the light 
beam; and a projection lens for producing an image of 
the spatial tight modulator on a distant screen. 
[001 6] The present invention provides for a laser dis- 
play system in which speckle is reduced in the projected 
image by means of an electrically controllable de-speck- 
le modulator positioned within the illumination portion of 
the optical system. This method of de-speckling, using 
an integrated design within the projector, means that the 
operational performance of the system does not depend 
on external means, such as the vibrating screens, which 
may vary in application and design from one theatre to 
another. Additionally, as this de-speckling means func- 
tions within the illumination system, rather than within 
the imaging optics, as is more conventionally done, 
speckle can reduced to below perceptible limits without 
impacting the on screen image quality. Furthermore, by 
tuning the design and operation of the de-speckle mod- 
ulator within the illumination system, this system could 
be optimized either on-the-fly with a feedback system, 
or progressively, as the laser source and spatial light 
modulator technologies evolve over time. Finally, this 
system should be mechanically and electrically robust, 
light efficient, and insensitive to mis-alignment. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the laser display sys- 
tem with an electrically controllable electro-optic de- 
speckling modulator and a linear spatial light mod- 
ulator according to the present invention; 
Fig. 2a is a cross-sectional view of the laser display 
with an electrically controlled electro-optic de- 
speckling modulator and a linear spatial light mod- 
ulator according to the present invention; 
Fig. 2b is a cross-sectional view of an alternate con- 
figuration for a portion of the laser display optical 
system depicted in Fig. 2a; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a first version of the 
electrically controllable electro-optic de-speckling 
time/phase delay modulator used in the present in- 
vention; 

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the first version 
of the time/phase delay modulator used in the 



present invention; 

Fig. 5a is a representation of the phase profile of 
the output of an optical system exhibiting visibility 
speckle; 

s Fig. 5b is a representation of the phase profile of 
the output of an optical system that has reduced vis- 
ibility speckle; 

Fig. 5c is a representation of the phase profile of the 
output of an electrically controllable de-speckling 
modulator exhibiting cross talk; 
Fig. 5d is a chart of the relative phase delay be- 
tween adjacent modulator sites for an electrically 
controllable de-speckling modulator with both later- 
al and time varying phase perturbations; 
Figs. 6a and 6b are perspective views of alternate 
electrically controllable de-speckling modulators 
that can be used in the laser projection display of 
the present invention; 

Figs. 7a and 7b illustrate the effect of a modulator 
of the present invention in terms of an unaffected 
wavefront and a distorted wavefront respectively, in 
the case of incident collimated light; 
Figs. 7c and 7d illustrate the effect of a modulator 
of the present invention in terms of an unaffected 
wavefront and an aborted wavefront respectively, in 
the case of incident convergent light; 
Fig. 8 is a cross-sectional view of an alternative em- 
bodiment of the laser display system according to 
the present invention, incorporating multiple delays 
on the order of the coherence length; 
Fig. 9 is a cross-sectional view of the laser display 
system according to the present invention using a 
liquid crystal display light valve; and 
Fig. 10 is a cross-sectional view of an alternative 
embodiment of the laser display system according 
to the present invention using a micromirror-array 
light valve. 

[0017] Laser display system 100 according to one 
embodiment of the present invention, is shown in per- 
spective view in Fig. 1, and includes a laser 110 that 
emits a laser beam 1 1 5 of a desired wavelength in either 
a continuous or pulsed fashion. The laser 110 can be, 
for example, a solid state laser, a fiber laser, a gas laser, 
or a semiconductor laser. Laser 110 is preferably a di- 
ode-laser-pumped solid state laser including a laser 
crystal (e.g. Nd:YAG, Nd:YLF, Nd:YV0 4 , or Yb:YAG) 
that emits infrared pulses of light and includes nonlinear 
optics (typically optical parametric oscillators (OPOs)) 
that convert the infrared pulses of light from the laser 
crystal into red, green, and blue pulses of light Mode- 
locked RGB lasers suitable for laser 110 are manufac- 
tured by Lumera Laser GmbH and JenOptik. Another 
suitable laser is the Q-switched RGB laser developed 
by Q-Peak. For simplicity, the laser display system 100 
is depicted for one wavelength only. These lasers gen- 
erally produce high quality single mode beams, which 
have moderate laser line widths (<1 .5 nm), small source 
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lagrange values (<0.5 um), and moderately long coher- 
ence lengths C L (0.1-10.0 mm). Laser display system 
100 is shown in cross-sectional view in Fig. 2a, to clarify 
some aspects of the design not readily shown in the per- 
spective view of Fig. 1 . 5 
[0018] Beam expansion optics 120 expand the laser 
beam to produce a collimated beam 145 with the nec- 
essary diameter to nominally fill the aperture of beam- 
shaping optics 1 70. The beam expansion optics 1 20 can 
be, for example, an afocal pair of lenses, as is well- 
known to one skilled in the art of optics. Alternately, for 
example, a three element zooming Galilean or Kepleri- 
an beam expander could be used. The afocal pair beam 
expansion optics 120 comprises a diverging lens 125 
and a collimating lens 140. The diverging lens 125 can 
be a single lens or a compound lens such as a micro- 
scope objective, and transforms the light beam 115 into 
a diverging beam 130. The collimating lens 140 can be 
a single or a compound lens, and transforms the diverg- 
ing beam 130 into a collimated beam 145. This collimat- 
ed beam 145 interacts with diffuser 150 and an electri- 
cally controllable de-speckling modulator 160, and then 
is further altered by beam shaping optics 170. 
[0019] As the laser display system of Figs. 1 and 2a 
uses a linear spatial light modulator 200, which is long 
in the x direction, and narrow in the y-direction, the beam 
expansion optics 120 and beam shaping optics 170 are 
constructed anamorphically, and generally use an ap- 
propriate arrangement of cylindrical lenses. In particu- 
lar, it is typically desirable to flood illuminate linear spa- 
tial light modulator 200 with a long narrow line of uniform 
telecentrically incident light. For example, the illuminat- 
ing light beam may have a uniform light profile extending 
25-75 mm in the array (x) direction), whereas, the nar- 
row cross array direction light only illuminates a 20-100 
[Lm width, typically with either a uniform or Gaussian 
beam profile. In the simplified case of the laser display 
system of Fig. 1 , the cross array optics, which condense 
or focus the beam of light onto linear spatial light mod- 
ulator 200 are shown forsimplicity as a single lens, cross 
array condenser 195. 

[0020] Thus, in the case of the Fig. 1 system, for a 
laser projection display using a linear spatial light mod- 
ulator 200, the beam expansion optics 120 work in the 
array direction only, and are thus anamorphic, providing 
beam expansion in the direction of the linear light valve 
(x-direction). In this case the beam-shaping optics 180 
are also anamorphic (cylindrical cross-sections), with 
optical power in the x -direction, and flat surfaces in the 
y-direction (except for cross array condenser 195). 
Beam shaping optics 180 includes a fly's eye integrator 
175. The fly's eye integrator 175 provides efficient, uni- 
form illumination over the area of a linear spatial light 
modulator 200. The fly's eye integrator 175 includes a 
first lenslet array 1 78a and a second lenslet array 1 78b, 
which are typically identical. The first and second lenslet 
arrays 178a and 178b include a plurality of lenslets with 
cylindrical surfaces, arrayed in a one-dimensional pat- 



tern. The second lenslet array 178b is separated from 
the first lenslet array 178a by approximately the focal 
length of the lenslets on the first lenslet array 178a, such 
that each lenslet in the first lenslet array 178a focuses 
light into the corresponding lenslet in the second lenslet 
array 178b. Other designs are possible in which the first 
and second lenslet arrays 178a and 178b are different, 
but are matched to provide the desired illumination. 
[0021] Alternately, the first and second lenslet arrays 
178a and 178b can be integrated in a single block of 
glass or plastic. Also, the invention can be accomplished 
without the use of the second lenslet array 178b, espe- 
cially if a small diffusion angle is used. 
[0022] The beam-shaping optics 180 also includes a 
condenser lens 185 and a field lens 190 located behind 
the fly's eye integrator 175. The second lenslet array 
178b, works in combination with the condenser lens 
185, to image the lenslets of first lenslet array 178a in 
overlapping fashion to provide an area of uniform illumi- 
nation at the linear spatial light modulator 200. Field lens 
190 provides telecentric illumination of the linear spatial 
light modulator 200 in order to desensitize the system 
to defocus errors and to minimize the total numerical ap- 
erture of the illumination. Field lens 190 nominally has 
a focal length equal to the lenslet focal length multiplied 
by the magnification of the illumination image. The spac- 
ing between the field lens 190 and the condenser lens 
185 should likewise be generally equal to the focal 
length of the condenser lens 185 in order to make the 
illumination telecentric. The focal lengths of the lenslet 
arrays and condenser lens 185 are typically chosen to 
provide sufficient working distance near the linear spa- 
tial light modulator 200 that the opto-mechanics can be 
designed with relative ease. While individual lenslets 
may be as small as 100 um in width, or as large as —8 
mm in width, the individual lenslets are typically 1-5 mm 
wide. The range of available lenslet sizes does depend 
on the manufacturing technologies used. 
[0023] The linear spatial light modulator 200 gener- 
ates a single line 220 of the image at any moment in 
time. A scanner such as a galvanometer mirror 210, a 
spinning polygon, or a rotating prism sweeps the image 
lines across the screen to form a two-dimensional area 
image 225 on the screen 215. In the case of the laser 
display system 100 depicted in Figs. 1 and 2a, the sys- 
tem is configured as a post-objective scanner, with pro- 
jection lens 205 located prior to galvanometer mirror 
21 0. As an example, if linear spatial light modulator 200 
has an active area 40 mm long, and the desired image 
size on screen 215 is 30 ft. wide, then projection lens 
205 would operate with a magnification of ~230x. 
[0024] A variety of different technologies can be used 
for linear spatial light modulator 200. As simplistically 
depicted in Figs. 1 and 2a, this device is a transmissive 
modulator, which encodes the image data in the light 
beam by modulating the light in some way. This device, 
for example, could be an electro-optic modulator array 
made from PLZT which rotates the polarization of the 
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incident light on a per pixel basis. In that case, a polar- 
ization beam splitting prism (not shown) would be locat- 
ed somewhere between linear spatia! iight modulator 
200 and galvanometer mirror 21 0, so as to separate the 
modulated and unmodulated portions of the iight beam. 
Alternately, the linear spatial light modulator 200 could 
be a trans missive acousto-optical array device, much 
like the device in discussed in US Patent 5,309,178, is- 
sued May 3, 1 994 to Gross which imparts a phase profile 
to the incident beam on a per pixel basis. In that case, 
a Schlieren type optical system can be constructed by 
placing a spatial filter (not shown) at Fourier plane inter- 
nal to projection lens 205. Reflective grating modulator 
arrays can also be used, such as grating light valve 
(GLV) described in US Patent 5,311 ,360, issued May 10, 
1994 to Bloom et al.; a conformal grating device as de- 
scribed in US Patent 6,307,663, issued October 23, 
2001 to Kowarz; or an electro-optic grating as described 
in US 6,084,626, issued July 4, 2000 to Ramanujan et 
al. In these cases, the laser projection display 100 must 
also be modified to deflect the light beam down onto the 
modulator and return the reflected beam into the system 
(such modifications are not shown in Figs. 1 & 2a but 
are within the ordinary skill in the art of optical systems 
design). 

[0025] A diffuser 150, is disposed between the laser 
110 and the beam-shaping optics 180, to modify the 
brightness or etendue of the laser light to match the im- 
aging requirements of the projection system. In the case 
of the laser display system 100 of Figs. 1 and 2a, which 
has a linear spatial light modulator 200, diffuser 150 
nominally is also one-dimensional. That is, diffuser 150 
only diffuses light along the length of the light valve array 
(x direction in the figure), while leaving the beam nomi- 
nally unaltered in the y-direction. The one-dimensional 
diffuser 150 produces just enough diffusion in order to 
efficiently illuminate the light valve and not enough to 
introduce flare light at the image. Exemplary one dimen- 
sional diffusers include diffractive line generators, avail- 
able from MEMS Optical, and elliptical holographic dif- 
fusers, available from Physical Optics Corp. 
[0026] In particular, diffuser 150 is employed within 
the illumination optical system of the laser projection dis- 
play 100 in order to reduce the source brightness (in- 
creasing lagrange). The diffuser angle G D and the loca- 
tion of the diffuser 150 are selected accordingly. The la- 
grange of the system will be dominated by the product 
of the illumination beam profile half-width on the diffuser 
150 and the haif-angle of the light scattered by the dif- 
fuser 1 50. The desired system lagrange may be inferred 
from the specified image resolution, which in turn de- 
pends on the resolution of the linear spatial light modu- 
lator 200 and the imaging properties of the projection 
lens 205. By comparison, in the typical lamp based pro- 
jector, the system lagrange will be determined by the 
need to maximize system light efficiency. As a result, 
the projection lens for the laser display may have an f- 
number in the f/7 to f/1 5 range instead of the f/3 required 



by the prior art lamp based systems. The actual design 
target for the lens f-number will depend on the imaging 
criteria specified to determine the quality of the lens (for 
example, a Rayleigh or Sparrow imaging criteria could 
5 be applied). 

[0027] As an example, the combination of a 40 mm 
long linear spatial light modulator 200 and an f/1 0 pro- 
jection lens 205, will specify a target lagrange of the pro- 
jection system of ~ 1.0 mm in the X-direction. In this 
10 example, the diffuser 150 can have a half angle 0 D = 
5.0° and be placed within the illumination system such 
that it is illuminated by a collimated beam with 22-mm 
diameter. In this example, the lagrange of the laser light 
will be reduced from — 0.3 urn to — 1 .0 mm, and a spee- 
ds ular f/1 0 beam could be provided to spatial light modu- 
lator 200, assuming the intervening optical system has 
the proper magnification and lens structure. Thus, 
through the selection of the appropriate diffuser 150, the 
lagrange or brightness of the effective laser light source 
can be defined to match the needs of the optical system, 
thereby boosting system light efficiency and simplifying 
the optical design, as compared to a traditional lamp 
based system. 

[0028] While diffuser 1 50 does reduce the coherence 
of the laser light to some extent, the laser light will re- 
main sufficiently coherent to impart speckle into the out- 
going beam. Unless this speckle is further reduced, it 
will be present at both the linear spatial iight modulator 
200 and the screen 21 5 as an undesired random varia- 
tion in light intensity. However, the fly's eye integrator 
175, which primarily provides uniform illumination to the 
linear spatial light modulator 200, also amplifies the ef- 
fect of the diffuser 150 on de-speckling and artifact re- 
moval. This comes about by overlapping many contri- 
butions from the diffuser 150 on the linear spatial light 
modulator 200 and therefore in the image on the screen 
215. Although the resulting speckle within the illuminat- 
ing light at the linear spatial light modulator 200 and 
screen 215 is significantly reduced in size and magni- 
tude compared to a similar system without the fly's eye 
integrator 175, this remaining speckle can still be objec- 
tionable in critical applications. A projection display, 
which combines a very high to screen magnification, a 
high gain screen, and observers viewing the screen 
near the human visual acuity limits, is such a critical ap- 
plication. 

[0029] A primary purpose of the present invention is 
to provide a laser projection display that employs a com- 
bination of internal means to de-speckle the output of a 
pixilated optical system. Speckle in such a system can 
be reduced when adjacent pixels or groups of pixels are 
not perfectly in phase with one another either spatially 
or temporally. A locally uniform phase profile, which ex- 
tends across a group of pixels, and which can exhibit 
speckle is shown in Fig. 5a. The present invention uses 
means (including electrically controllable de-speckle 
modulator 160) to alter the phase profile shown in Fig. 
5a across an extent of the light beam such that it more 
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closely resembles the profile shown in Fig. 5b. Fig. 5b 
shows a more random phase profile in which at any giv- 
en instant in time adjacent regions along the x-direction 
see different phase profiles. Also effective, would be a 
geometry that provides a periodic or quasi-periodic pro- s 
file as shown in Fig. 5c, which can for example originate 
with crosstalk between adjacent modulator sites. While 
periodic or quasi-periodic phase profiles reduce speck- 
le, other undesired artifacts may be introduced by such 
periodic phase structures. For that reason, the preferred 
mode of operation according to the present invention is 
one creating a phase profile as seen in Fig. 5b. In a pre- 
ferred embodiment of the present invention, the laser 
projection display 100 includes an electrically controlla- 
ble electro-optic de-speckling modulator 160, having a 
series of modulator sites that receive control signals to 
provide localized random phase changes to the incident 
light, thereby helping to reduce speckle visibility in the 
images displayed by the system. It should be noted that 
there need not be a one to one correspondence be- 
tween the pixels of the spatial light modulator in the op- 
tical system and the modulator sites of the electrically 
controllable de-speckling modulator 160. In fact the op- 
tical system need not be pixilated at ail, and for example 
could use an analog medium such as film for the image 
modulation.. 

[0030] The electrically controllable de-speckling mod- 
ulator 160 used in the laser display 100 of the present 
invention provides enough variation of phase within the 
light beam that the viewer or viewing system receives a 
reduced speckle image when the modulator is used in 
conjunction with an appropriate optical system. By inde- 
pendently electrically addressing the modulator sites, 
each site in the electrically controllable de-speckling 
modulator 160 can introduce phase delays in the light 
beam with respect to the neighboring sites. A different 
voltage or voltage duration is applied to each site (or 
group of sites), thus producing a phase delay corre- 
sponding to as much as several waves of propagation 
in the light. This variation to the phase profile significant- 
ly reduces the appearance of speckle. By picking a volt- 
age distribution that spatially provides a perturbed 
phase front and varying it in time, both spatial and tem- 
poral phase variation is introduced into the light beam. 
[0031] The electrically controllable de-speckling mod- 
ulator 160 is included in the optical system of the laser 
projection display in such a manner that its' controllable 
spatially varying random phase profiles translate into a 
reduction of speckle. The electrically controllable de- 
speckling modulator 160 reduces speckle through a re- 
duction of coherence, or a randomization of phase in a 
light beam spatially and/or temporally. The inclusion of 
the electrically controllable de-speckling modulator 160 
in the optical system serves to effectively scramble the 
phase profile of a light beam by varying the refractive 
index profile in the medium through which light travels. 
[0032] Referring to Fig. 3, there is shown a first exam- 
ple of an electrically controllable de-speckling modulator 



160 of a type that could be used in the laser projection 
display of the present invention. The electrically control- 
lable de-speckling modulator 160 is a patterned device 
including a collection of addressable modulator sites 
that produce controlled time or phase delays with re- 
spect to adjacent pixels in accordance with signals, or 
data provided to individual modulator sites. Commonly- 
assigned co-pending USSN 09/924,619, filed August 8, 
2001 , by Ramanujan et al, describes the design and op- 
eration of de-speckling modulators in greater detail than 
provided here. 

[0033] The electrically controllable de-speckling mod- 
ulator 160 comprises a bulk electro-optic substrate 370 
with a series of individual modulator sites 350, 355, 360, 
etc. Each modulator site 350 has a delay region 380 
through which a beam of light 320 encounters a time or 
phase delay in relation to the electric field applied be- 
tween top electrode 385 and bottom electrode 400. 
Beam of light 320 enters bulk electro-optic substrate 370 
through an input facet 340, after which it traverses the 
modulator, and exits through output facet 345. 
[0034] The choices of electro optic materials from 
which to build the electrically controllable de-speckling 
modulator are numerous and include Lithium niobate, 
lithium tantalate and PLZT. For the sake of simplicity, 
further discussion of the parameters for the electrically 
controllable de-speckling modulator will center around 
the use of lithium tantalate illuminated at 633 nm, but it 
should be understood the geometry is applicable to a 
variety of materials and illumination wavelengths. If a 
different material is employed, care must be taken to en- 
sure the correct axes are employed. For example, use 
of PLZT in such a device design can produce orders of 
magnitude greater phase delay along a modulator site 
due to the larger electro-optic coefficient. However, the 
crystal must be oriented in a manner such that the ap- 
plied electric field interacts with the optical field through 
the appropriate axes of the crystal. 
[0035] In the case of lithium tantalate, the geometry 
represented here is shown as y-cut, meaning that light 
propagates along the y-direction and electric field is ap- 
plied along the z-direction. For best results, the light 
traveling through the modulator is polarized along the x- 
direction (transverse direction). For the purposes of the 
electrically controllable de-speckling modulator discus- 
sions, light propagation direction will be referred to as 
the c-axis so that there is no confusion between the crys- 
tal axis and the propagation axis. (Note : Figs. 3, 4, and 
6 use the standard coordinate system for electro-optic 
crystals, whereas Figs. 1, 2, 8, 9, and 10 use a typical 
optical coordinate system, with light propagation along 
the z-axis.) Other cuts and geometries of the crystal 
maybe employed, but in this first example, y-cut is opti- 
mal. 

[0036] Fig. 4 shows a cross section of the electrically 
controllable de-speckling modulator 160 with a beam of 
light 320 propagating along the y-axis of the modulator. 
It may be advantageous for the input and output facets 
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of the modulator to be a nti reflection coated. Further- 
more, since the device effectively perturbs phase fronts, 
it should be recognized that input light to the modulator 
can come from a variety of sources simultaneously. The 
electrically controllable de-speckling modulator 160 
may operate on several wavelengths and angular ex- 
tents simultaneously. 

[0037] A single modulator site can be defined as the 
region between top and bottom electrodes 385 and 400. 
A ray of light, as defined along the x-direction of Fig. 3 
propagates along the crystal between top and bottom 
electrodes 385 and 400. Light passing through that re- 
gion acquires a phase change A$ defined as follows: 

A<|> = (rc/A.)n 3 r 33 1V/d (i) 

[0038] As is seen in Eq. 1 , the phase change A<}> is a 
function of applied voltage V, length of propagation 1, 
distance between electrodes d, wavelength of light X, 
refractive index n, and the r33 coefficient for y -cut Lith- 
ium tantalate. Given reasonable fabrication parameters 
such as propagation lengths from 5-50 mm, thickness 
of 500 |im, and illumination wavelength in the red spec- 
trum, phase delays of as much as several wavelengths 
can be generated for operating voltages between 0V 
and 160V. Understandably, all the input parameters can 
be altered to render more or less delay along a given 
channel or modulator site. All delays have been repre- 
sented by distance or number of waves. It is equivalent 
to discuss delay as a time delay given by the distance 
of delay divided by the propagation velocity of the light 
in the medium. 

[0039] Referring back to Fig. 3, a plurality of modula- 
tor sites 350, 355, 360 is defined by several regions such 
as the one shown in cross section in Fig. 4. A top elec- 
trode 385 and bottom electrode 400 defines each mod- 
ulator site. It may be useful on fabrication to have a com- 
mon unpatterned electrode on one side of the device as 
opposed to patterning both the top and bottom of the 
device. This allows modulation through differentia! volt- 
age applied to the electrodes on one side of the device. 
The de-speckling modulator is electrically controllable 
in the sense that the device consists of a series of mod- 
ulator sites which are addressed by a patterned elec- 
trode structure, and which can respond individually or 
in groups, to pre-determined applied control signals. 
Each modulator site can be operated independently 
through means of different applied voltages, different 
address times, or combinations of both. The electrically 
controllable de-speckling modulator 160 can be used as 
either an analog voltage driven modulator, a pulse width 
modulated device, or a combination of both. The control 
signals applied to the de-speckling modulator could also 
be derived from a feedback loop, which monitored the 
reduction of speckle visibility or contrast, and then ad- 
justed to drive signals to maintain or further reduce 



speckle magnitude. The width of any given electrode 
along the x-direction can be anywhere from sub-wave- 
. length in width to literally millimeters in width. 
[0040] It may be of use to periodically switch the po- 

5 larities of the top and bottom electrodes, or to introduce 
a blanking pulse. Such bi-polar operation allows dissi- 
pation of space charge in the bulk electro-optic sub- 
strate 370. Furthermore, because the operational volt- 
ages can be quite high and because the optical field may 

10 not be well contained, the electrodes may be patterned 
with material such as Si02 under the electrode to act as 
a buffer layer 405 (see Fig. 4). Also, an overcoat 410 of 
acrylic or other insulating material may be applied to pre- 
vent arcing in air. 

15 [0041] The device structure provided for the electri- 
cally controllable electro-optic de-speckling modulator 
160 of Figs. 3 and 4 is only one example of this type of 
de-speckling modulator that could be used in a laser 
projection display. A second such example is shown in 

20 cross section in Fig. 6a, where each modulator site con- 
sists of a series of electrodes 420-435 spaced along the 
y-axis of the crystal. A modulator site can be activated 
using all or a subset of the electrodes, for instance elec- 
trodes 420, 425, and 430, thus providing variable delay 

25 even with a single drive voltage. Each electrode (which 
have distinct lengths) can be driven such that the ap- 
plied voltage in conjunction with the electrode length can 
give different known fractions of wavelength delay. For 
instance, the first electrode may produce a 1/8 wave- 

30 length delay, the second 1/16, the third 1/32, and so 
forth. The applied voltage can be adjusted such that the 
same length of electrode renders the same number of 
wavelengths delay for different wavelengths of light. Ad- 
ditionally the electrodes can be modulated in time indi- 

35 vidually within each modulator site thus further rand- 
omizing the phase. 

[0042] Another example of an electrically controllable 
de-speckling modulator useful in a laser projection dis- 
play, is shown in Fig. 6b. The modulator has added com- 

40 plexity, but greater control as compared to that shown 
in Fig. 6a. Fig. 6b has different local electrode ge- 
ometries between adjacent modulator sites. By spacing 
electrodes 390, 392, 395 within a modulator site (350 
for example) and staggering electrodes 390, 397, 399 

45 between adjacent/nearby modulator sites, the modula- 
tor is less prone to electrical cross talk effects shown in 
Fig. 5c, Similar results can be achieved by allowing 
space between electrodes both between adjacent mod- 
ulator sites 350, 355, 360 as well as within a single site 

so 350. On the other hand, as the electrically controllable 
de-speckling modulator is fundamentally a phase 
scrambler, intended to randomly alter the phase fronts 
of the incident light in localized areas, the introduction 
of cross talk between modulator sites can help the in- 

55 tended result by introducing further phase variations. In 
the event that the designer wishes to contain cross talk 
effects, the electrodes will need sufficient gaps between 
them to prevent cross talk. It should be understood that 
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there are other exemplary structures for the electrically 
controllable de-speckling spatial light modulator, be- 
yond those depicted in Figs. 3, 6a and 6b, which could 
be conceived of, and which could be used within a laser 
projection display 100 according to the present inven- s 
tion. 

[0043] Because the appearance of speckle can be re- 
duced both by spatial variations to the lateral phase pro- 
file or by time variations between adjacent regions, the 
operation of the electrically controllable de-speckling 
modulator can be modified to accommodate both. In the 
first case, a lateral electric field distribution is estab- 
lished as a function of address to the electrodes. This 
distribution, in turn, defines a lateral phase perturbation. 
In the case of temporal variation, the same field profile 
may be employed at different sites. However, in time, 
the relative fields are varied such that adjacent regions 
are out of phase with each other. Ideally, a combination 
of both methods of operation, as shown in Fig. 5d, pro- 
vides the best result. 

[0044] An electricaliy controllable de-speckling mod- 
ulator 160 can function to distort or scramble the phase 
fronts of the incident light. 

Conceptually, this effect is illustrated in Figs. 7a and 7b 
for the case of collimated light, with planar parallel wave 
fronts 325 directed at normal incidence onto the modu- 
lator 160. As illustrated in Fig. 7a, zero drive voltage is 
applied to the modulator 160, and the wave fronts 325 
emerge unaltered. As illustrated in Fig. 7b, voltages are 
applied to the modulator sites 350, and distorted wave 
fronts 330 emerge from the device. Figs. 7c and 7d il- 
lustrate the equivalent cases, where an electrically con- 
trollable de-speckling modulator 160 is located in con- 
vergent space within an optical system. It should be un- 
derstood that these wave front distortions are exagger- 
ated in extent and only representative of the general 
concepts. They are not necessarily depictions of wave 
fronts located 1A. apart. 

[0045] While an electrically controllable de-speckling 
modulator 160 can distort wavefronts by providing spa- 
tial and temporal phase perturbations, the ability of the 
modulator to affect the appearance of speckle also de- 
pends on the design of the system in which it is used. 
The present invention predominately considers the case 
where the electrically controllable de-speckling modula- 
tor provides a small delay along a modulator site com- 
pared to the coherence length (A<> « C L ) of the light 
source. Indeed, lasers can have coherence lengths 
ranging from fractions of a mm to several meters in ex- 
tent (0.1-5.0 mm for Red/Green/Blue optical parametric 
oscillator type lasers), whereas, the lithium tantalate 
based de-speckle modulator will only provide a few 
waves of delay. Thus, as previously stated, this device 
can be used to cause time variant wave front distortions 
or aberrations, but not to directly alter the spatial or tem- 
poral coherence in an appreciable way. Fortunately, the 
time and space variable phase can be used to vary or 
average the speckle within the projected image, thereby 



reducing the perceptibility of the speckle if the variations 
are more rapid than the response time of the human eye. 
[0046] On the other hand, an electrically controllable 
de-speckling modulator could be used in a system 
where the provided phase delay is on the same order 
as the coherence length of the light source (A({> - C L ). 
For example, the typical white light source, such as an 
arc lamp, emits light with a coherence length C L and 
width only several wavelengths in extent, which is com- 
parable to the phase delay from the lithium tantalate 
based device. Alternately, ah electrically controllable 
de-speckling modulator with about 1 .0 mm of delay, 
could be paired with a small coherence length laser 
(such as an OPO type laser), to again basically match 
delay and coherence length (A<j) ~ C L ). In such cases, 
the electrically controllable de-speckling modulator can 
be used in various ways within the optical system to alter 
both the spatial and temporal coherence directly. If the 
controllable phase delay significantly exceeds the co- 
herence length of the light from the light source (A<{>» 
C L ), even more dramatic effects can be realized with an 
electrically controllable de-speckling modulator 160. 
[0047] The effectiveness of the electrically controlla- 
ble de-speckling modulator 160 in reducing speckle vis- 
ibility depends both on the structure and performance 
of the specific device (Figs. 3, 6a and 6b show such ex- 
emplary devices) and the manner in which it is used 
within laser projection display 100. In particular, an elec- 
trically controllable de-speckling modulator 160 may be 
located prior to the first ienslet array 178a of fly's eye 
integrator 175 as depicted in Figs. 1 and 2a, or within 
fly's eye integrator 175 as depicted in Fig. 2b, or similarly 
after the second Ienslet array 1 78b of fly's eye integrator 
175. In the typical fly's eye integrator based optical sys- 
tem used to illuminate a one dimensional device (spatial 
light modulator 200), the number (N) of lenslets in each 
Ienslet array (178a and 178b) is relatively small, with ~ 
6-20 lenslets providing adequate light uniformity. By 
comparison, the typical spatial light modulator 200, will 
be an array comprising a relatively high number (M) of 
tightly packed pixels, with between 256 to 4096 pixels 
serving most applications. The number (P) of modulator 
sites in the electrically controllable de-speckling modu- 
lator 160 of Figs. 1 and 2 is determined by their effec- 
tiveness in reducing speckle visibility, and is not tightly 
dependent on either the number (N) of lenslets or the 
number (M) of modulator pixels. 
[0048] Assuming that electrically controllable de- 
speckling modulator 160 is operating under the condi- 
tion that the phase change or delay it introduces is small 
relative to the coherence length (A<|> « C L ) of the laser 
light beam (a few wavelengths vs. a few mm), then elec- 
trically controllable de-speckling modulator 160 can be 
used to locally alter the wavefronts of the light beams, 
as in Figs. 7a-d. In this case, there will be many modu- 
lator sites per Ienslet (P»N). In order to modify (distort) 
the wavefronts of imaging beams of lights within the il- 
lumination system, electrically controllable de-speckling 
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modulator 160 is used In the far field of the imaged plane 
(or in one of its conjugate planes). Thus, in the Fig. 1 
system, where electrically controllable de-speckling 
modulator 160 is located prior to the first lenslet array 
1 78a, and where this lenslet array is image conjugate 
to the spatial light modulator 200, electrically controlla- 
ble de-speckling modulator 160 is minimally offset from 
the lenslet array by more than the depth of focus (DOF), 
and is optimally in the far field of this conjugate plane 
(approximately >10*DOF). 

[0049] Similarly, as shown in Fig. 2b, if electrically 
controllable de-speckling modulator 160 is located be- 
tween first lenslet array 178a and second lenslet array 
178b, and in proximity to second lenslet array 178b, 
then electrically controllable de-speckling modulator 
1 60 is by definition located in the far field of the first lens- 
let array, and can therefore phase alter the wavefront 
structure. As the optical system can deliberately be de- 
signed to have the light underfill the lenslets of the sec- 
ond lenslet array 178b, the required fill factor for the 
electrically controllable de-speckling modulator 1 60 can 
be reduced, which may permit alternative and less de- 
manding electrode addressing schemes to the modula- 
tor sites. Similarly, electrically controllable de-speckling 
modulator 160 could be located after second lenslet ar- 
ray 178b, and most likely between second lenslet array 
1 78b and condenser lens 1 85. For these various cases, 
the wavefront aberrations induced by electrically con- 
trollable de-speckling modulator 160 mostly effect the 
localized interference of wavef rants which contributes 
to the creation of speckle. This configuration may also 
effect the quality of the imaging provided by the beam 
shaping optics, thereby causing some softness at the 
edges of the illuminated area. 

[0050] Alternately, for this same case where the elec- 
trically controllable de-speckling modulator 160 pro- 
vides phase changes or delays which are small relative 
to the coherence length (A(f> « C L ) of the laser light, the 
electrically controllable de-speckling modulator can be 
positioned within the optical system to act more like a 
diffuser which scatters or diffracts light, rather than al- 
tering the imaging wavefronts within the illumination 
system. In this case, the number of modulator sites is 
large compared to the number of lenslets (P»N), and the 
electrically controllable de-speckling modulator 160 is 
located in the near field of the imaging plane within the 
illumination system. That is, electrically controllable de- 
speckling modulator 1 60 is nominally located just before 
or just after first lenslet array 1 78a, and should be nom- 
inally within the near field (<10*DOF) of the conjugate 
image plane (conjugate to the image plane at spatial 
light modulator 200). 

[0051] If, on the other hand, it is assumed that elec- 
trically controllable de-speckling modulator 160 is oper- 
ating under the condition that the phase change or delay 
it introduces is on the same order as the coherence 
length (A(J> ~ C L ) of the light from the laser source 110, 
then the device can directly effect the relative temporal 



coherence of the light for one light beam relative to an- 
other. In this case, if the number of modulator sites is 
identical to the number of lenslets (P=N), and the mod- 
ulator sites are aligned to correspond to a given lenslet 
s of lenslet array 1 78a, the temporal coherence is altered 
for the light beam transiting a given lenslet and modu- 
lator site, relative to the others. Each beam will create 
its own speckle pattern within the illuminated area at 
spatial light modulator 200, but the ensemble speckle 
10 will vary in time as the modulator sites are randomly driv- 
en. In this case, electrically controllable de-speckling 
modulator 160 can be located prior to first lenslet array 
178a, but without any strict far field or near field posi- 
tional restriction. Likewise, electrically controllable de- 
15 speckling modulator 160 can be located between the 
first lenslet array 178a and second lenslet array 178b, 
or just after second lenslet array 178b. This configura- 
tion would work even better if the phase delay is signif- 
icantly (2x-3x or more) larger than the coherence length 
(A<f»C L ). 

[0052] Alternately, an electrically controllable de- 
speckling modulator 160, operating under the condition 
that the phase change or delay it introduces is on the 
same order as the coherence length {A$ ~ C L ) of the 
light from the laser source 110, such that the electrically 
controllable de-speckling modulator can directly effect 
the relative temporal coherence of the transiting light, 
can be provided within laser display 100 with a number 
(P) of modulator sites greater than the number (N) of 
lenslets (P>N). In this case, the electrically controllable 
de-speckling modulator can be used to randomize the 
coherence spatially across each lenslet array, and thus 
across the spatial light modulator 200 and screen 215. 
In this example, electrically controllable de-speckling 
modulator 160 is not used to alter the wavefronts with 
small phase aberrations, but to alter the coherence of 
one spatial area relative to another, and effectively syn- 
thesize a nearly incoherent source. If the number of 
modulator sites is modestly greater than the number of 
lenslets (P=8*N for example), the electrically controlla- 
ble de-speckling modulator 160 can be located prior to 
first lenslet array 178a, but without any strict far field or 
near field positional restriction (as long as the modulator 
sites are not small enough to diffract, scatter, or diffuse 
appreciable light). In this case, the beam of light passing 
through each lenslet is split into relatively large adjacent 
regions, with the temporal coherence varying amongst 
the regions. However, if there are many modulator sites 
relative to the number of lenslets (P»N), such that the 
electrically controllable de-speckling modulator 160 
functions more like a diffuser, then de-speckling modu- 
lator 160 should be located in the near field of first lenslet 
array 178a. In that case, electrically controllable de- 
speckling modulator 160 may be located just before or 
just after lenslet array 178a, and should be nominally 
within the near field (<10*DOF) of the conjugate image 
plane (conjugate to the image plane at spatial light mod- 
ulator 200). These configurations would work even bet- 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 



10 



19 



EP1 328 128 A1 



20 



ter if the phase delays provided by de-speckle modula- 
tor 160 are significantly (2x-3x or more) larger than the 
coherence length (A<pC L ). 

[0053] In summary, laser display system 100 is de- 
signed to provide a projected image on a distant screen 
215 that is free from perceptible speckle, by using a 
combination of speckle reduction/de-correlation tech- 
niques. The use of diffuser 150 not only re-defines the 
effective lagrange or etendue of the light, but also 
breaks the coherent incident beam into a multitude of 
smaller, less spatially coherent wavefronts. Thus use of 
a light integrating system, such as fly's eye integrator 
175, which divides the light into beamlets which are re- 
imaged to create a uniform area of illumination, also pro- 
vides further speckle reduction by overlapping the many 
local contributions from the diffuser across the screen. 
Finally, the use of electrically controllable de-speckling 
modulator 160 provides means to disrupt the local 
phase of portions of the illuminating light, relative to oth- 
er portions of the illuminating light, thereby altering the 
local spatial and/or temporal coherence relationships. 
This allows either the local wavefront phase structures, 
the temporal coherence relationships between wave- 
fronts, or the temporal coherence across spatial areas 
to be altered. Furthermore, it should be noted that 
speckle reduction in laser display 100 could have diffus- 
er 150 attached to a motion mechanism, which imparts 
a linear, rotary, or random motion to the diffuser, such 
that the diffuser 1 50 moves by at least the characteristic 
feature size of the diffusing surface. The frequency of 
the motion must be faster than the flicker frequency (> 
40 Hz). Speckle visibility is then further reduced by 
decorrelating the speckle pattern by time averaging the 
position and magnitude of the speckle in local areas 
across the full spatial extent of the image. 
[0054] Depending on its construction and operation, 
the electrically controllable de-speckling modulator 160 
may impart sufficient phase perturbations, such as dif- 
fraction or scatter, to the light beam to actually cause 
the source lagrange or etendue to be measurably in- 
creased. In the case of projection systems designed 
with a linear spatial light modulator 200 requiring a rel- 
atively coherent illumination in the array direction, a 
small change in source lagrange provided by the elec- 
trically controllable de-speckling modulator 160 may be 
sufficient to meet the imaging requirements of the pro- 
jection system. In that case, the laser display system 
100 may be constructed without a diffuser 150. 
[0055] It also should be understood that the cross ar- 
ray optics in Figs. 1 and 2a show a simplified optical 
system with just one cylindrical lens, cross array con- 
denser 195. Cross array condenser 195 conditions the 
light beam in the cross array direction, to optimize it for 
interaction with linear spatial light modulator 200. It 
should be understood that multiple cylindrical lens ele- 
ments could be used for this beam conditioning. It 
should also be understood that some of the lens ele- 
ments within laser projection system 100 prior to linear 



spatial light modulator 200 could be spherical, and 
shape both the array and cross array beams. Likewise, 
projection lens 205 could also include cylindrical lenses 
(not shown), to provide further control of either the array 

5 direction or cross array direction spot formation at the 
screen 21 5. Similarly, it should be understood that cross 
array optics (not shown) could be provided prior to elec- 
trically controllable de-speckling modulator 160 to pre- 
condition the light beam so as to optimize the interaction 

10 of the light through the electrically controllable de- 
speckling modulator. In that case, cross array condens- 
er 195 or equivalent would adapt the cross array light 
beam exiting electrically controllable de-speckling mod- 
ulator 160 to optimize it for input to linear spatial light 

is modulator 200. It should also be understood that alter- 
nate beam homogenizing optics to the fly's eye integra- 
tor could be used. In particular, an integrating bar/kalei- 
doscope, much as described in (Moulin patent), could 
be used within an alternate design for the beam shaping 

20 optics 170, and provide both uniform illumination, as 
well as a contributory effect to speckle reduction in co- 
operation with diffuser 150 and electrically controllable 
de-speckling modulator 160. 

[0056] An alternate construction for laser projection 
25 display 100 is shown in Fig. 8, in which a beamsplitter 
array 240 is used to provide optical path delay differenc- 
es so as to reduce the coherence of the composite laser 
beam 250. Beamsplitter array 240 comprises an ar- 
rangement of (R) partially reflecting mirrors, which cre- 
30 ate a series of beamlets 245 with optical path length dif- 
ferences (Ad) between adjacent beamlets 245 that are 
on the order of the coherence length of the laser or larg- 
er. Optimally the optical path differences (Ad) are on the 
same order of size as the coherence length C L of the 
35 laser 110. The mirrors of beamsplitter array 240 would 
be partially transmitting, and partially reflecting, with the 
reflectivity increasing progressively from the first mirror 
(241a) to the last mirror (241 e). Although beamsplitter 
array 240 is illustrated as an array of mirrors, prism ar- 
<o rays and other structures could be used. Beamsplitter 
array 240 effectively works as a beam expander, using 
the R beamlets to create a composite laser beam 250. 
However, as the R beamlets travel different optical path 
lengths (Ad 1t Ad 2 , Ad 3 , etc..) which are comparable to 
45 the coherence length C L , the temporal coherence of the 
light will vary across the spatial extent of composite laser 
beam 250. Ideally, each of the R beamlets 245 are tem- 
porally incoherent relative to the others. However, the 
scheme is still useful even if the temporal coherence 
so changes more slowly, such that groups of beamlets 245 
are coherent to each other, as these groupings will tend 
to change randomly in time, as the coherent emissive 
state of the laser 1 1 0 fluctuates in time. 
[0057] As the typical laser beam 115 has a non-uni- 
55 form light intensity profile (a Gaussian profile being com- 
mon), each of the beamlets 245 will also be non-uniform, 
and composite laser beam 250 will be non-uniform as 
well. As with the Fig. 1 system, diffuser 150 is inserted 
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to change the effective source lagrange or etendue to 
match the imaging requirements. Diffuser 150 also 
helps to make composite laser beam 250 somewhat 
more uniform and less coherent. Again as previously, a 
fly's eye integrator 175 is used to both improve the illu- 
mination uniformity and reduce speckle visibility at spa- 
tial light modulator 200. However, in this case, first lens- 
let array 178a is designed to have each beamlet 245 
illuminate M lenslets, so that each beamlet 245 is trans- 
formed into uniform illumination at the light valve. Thus 
there are a total of at least MxR lenslets in each lenslet 
array 178a and 178b. The effect at the screen 215 is 
that each of the R laser beams will produce their own 
fine speckle pattern dictated by the diffuser, the M fly's 
eye lenslet pairs used by a given beam, and the screen. 
The MxR speckle patterns will add incoherently to pro- 
duce an overall averaging even without the use of elec- 
trically controllable de-speckling modulator 160 or the 
motion of diffuser 150. Although in some less critical ap- 
plications, this degree of speckle reduction may be suf- 
ficient, for critical applications, laser display system 100 
of Fig. 8 is further improved with the addition of electri- 
cally controllable de-speckling modulator 160. As the 
temporal coherence within composite laser beam 250 
is already significantly variable, electrically controllable 
de-speckling modulator 160 can be used to alter the 
phase wavefronts within the beamlets 245, assuming 
the applied phase change is small relative to the coher- 
ence length (Aty « C L ). As with the prior discussion, elec- 
trically controllable de-speckling modulator 160 can be 
positioned (see Fig. 8) within laser display 100 in ad- 
vance of first lenslet array 178a, such that it is in the far 
field (well outside the depth of focus (DOF)) of the con- 
jugate image plane of beam shaping optics 170. 
Similarly, as previously, electrically controllable de- 
speckling modulator 160 can be located in the down- 
stream far field of the conjugate image plane, in prox- 
imity to second lenslet array 178b, either before as in 
Fig. 2b, or after. Alternately, if electrically controllable 
de-speckling modulator 160 provides phase changes 
comparable to the coherence length (A(f> ~ C L ), the mod- 
ulator can be used to vary the temporal and spatial co- 
herence across regions within each of the M lenslets, 
where these regions are relatively large compared to the 
wavelength of light (to neither scatter nor diffuse). 
[0058] Thus far, this invention for a laser display sys- 
tem utilizing both an electrically controllable de-speck- 
ling modulator and a spatial light modulator for imparting 
image data, has been described with respect to the use 
of one dimensional light modulators. There are a wide 
variety of two dimensional (area) spatial light modula- 
tors which can be used in electronic projection systems, 
with liquid crystal light valves s (LCDs) and micro-me- 
chanical mirror arrays (including the digital mirror devic- 
es (DMDs) from Texas Instruments) being the most 
prominent. Relative to the laser display system of Fig. 
1, the primary impact of switching from a one dimen- 
sional spatial light modulator to a two dimensional type, 



is that both the illumination optics and the electrically 
controllable de-speckling modulator 160 must be mod- 
ified to work two dimensionally. In that case, the fly's eye 
integrator 175 typically use fly's eye lenslet arrays 178 

s (a,b) laid out in a two dimensional pattern, where the 
lenslets have spherical surfaces. Likewise, diffuser 150 
provides controlled two dimensional (or spherical) diffu- 
sion, rather than the one-dimensional diffusion pre- 
ferred in the Fig. 1 linear system. Such d iff users are 

10 available as holographic diffusers from Physical Optics 
Corp. or a randomized microlens array from Coming - 
Rochester Photonics Corp. 

[0059] The various examples of spatial light electrical- 
ly controllable de-speckling modulator 160 detailed in 

15 Figs. 3, 4, 6a and 6b are one dimensional or linear de- 
vices. It is possible to construct a two dimensional elec- 
trically controllable de-speckling modulator by stacking 
a series of these devices, or by placing a series of these 
devices in offset locations within the optical system. It 

20 should also be understood that other types of electrically 
controllable de-speckling modulators can be designed, 
which use other electro-optical materials more condu- 
cive to use as a two dimensional structure, which could 
then be placed in a laser display system with a two di- 

25 mensional image modulating spatial light modulator ar- 
ray. 

[0060] For example, Fig. 9 shows a cross sectional 
view of a laser projection display 100 using an area type 
modulator array, such as an LCD. As before, laser 110 

30 emits a laser beam 115 which is pre-conditioned by 
beam expansion optics 120, diffuser 150, and beam 
shaping optics 170 to illuminate a spatial light modulator 
(liquid crystal display 255). And as previously, diffuser 
150, fly's eye integrator 175, and electrically controllable 

35 de-speckling modulator 1 60 all contribute to reduce the 
presence of speckle across two dimensions at the spa- 
tial light mod ulator and at the screen 21 5. Unlike the sys- 
tem of Fig. 1 , in the system of Fig. 9, a two dimensional 
on screen image is not formed by scanning, but by using 

40 projection lens 205 to directly image the spatial light 
modulator (liquid crystal display 255) to the screen 215. 
The illumination light passes through a pre-polarizer 
260, and a polarization beam splitter 265. Liquid crystal 
display 255 modulates the illuminating light, rotating the 

45 polarization state of this light on a pixel by pixel basis, 
according to the applied command signals. Modulated 
image bearing light beam 275, which is directed to the 
screen 215 by projection lens 205, is formed by polari- 
zation rotated light which reflects off polarization beam 

so splitter 265. Nominally polarization analyzer 270 is used 
in a crossed orientation, to define the dark state. As the 
typical laser source emits polarized light, it may not be 
necessary to utilize pre-polarizer 260 in the laser display 
100 of Fig. 9. In this case, it would be necessary that 

55 laser beam 1 1 5, as emitted by laser 1 1 0, be sufficiently 
polarized (100:1 for example), and that neither diffuser 
150 or electrically controllable de-speckling modulator 
160 significantly degrade this innate polarization con- 
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trast. 

[0061 ] Similarly, Fig. 1 0 shows a cross-sectional view 
of a laser projection display using a micro-mechanical 
mirror array 280, such as the DLP chip available from 
Texas Instruments. Unlike systems using a liquid-crystal 
spatial light modulator, which rely on controlled polari- 
zation effects to modulate the light, the micro-mechan- 
ical mirror array 280 utilizes angular control of the beam- 
lets of light on a pixel-by-pixel basis. This system is sub- 
stantially the same as the system shown in Fig. 1 , except 
the illumination converges to an aperture 290 beyond 
the micro-mechanical mirror light array 280. Individual 
pixels are formed by micromirrors that either direct light 
through the aperture 290 of the projection lens 205, or 
toward a stop 285 (i.e. a Schlieren optical system). Pixel 
brightness is controlled by selecting the proportion of 
time within a frame that light is directed through the lens 
aperture 290. This type of system can be constructed 
either with a two dimensional spatial light modulator ar- 
ray, a 2D fly's eye system, and a 2D electrically control- 
lable de-speckling modulator 160 as in Fig. 10, or alter- 
nately with a 1D spatial light modulator array, a 1D fly's 
eye system, a 1D electrically controllable de-speckling 
modulator 160, and a scanner, such as the galvanome- 
ter used in Fig. 1. 

[0062] For simplicity, the invention has been demon- 
strated with a single laser beam and single spatial light 
modulator, although the broader discussion has been 
directed towards a full color RGB projection display. It 
should be understood that a system can be constructed 
with separate red, green, and blue light beams which 
follow separate optical paths to illuminate the respective 
red, green, and blue spatial light modulators. The mod- 
ulated light beams would be color combined, typically 
by an x-prism located before the projection lens, and the 
resulting light beam would be imaged to the screen to 
provide a polychromatic image. The separate red, 
green, and blue beams can originate from three sepa- 
rate lasers, from one OPO type laser package using a 
combination of non-linear optics to output three beams, 
or from an OPO type laser package integrated to provide 
a single white light laser beam output, which is subse- 
quently color split. 



Claims 

1. A display apparatus, comprising: 

a) a laser light source for emitting a light beam 
having a coherence length; 

b) a beam expander for expanding the light 
beam; 

c) a spatial light modulator; 

d) beam shaping optics for shaping the expand- 
ed laser beam to provide uniform illumination 
of the spatial light modulator, the beam shaping 
optics including a fly's eye integrator having an 



array of lenslets; 

e) a diffuser located in the light beam between 
the laser light source and the beam shaping op- 
tics; 

5 f) an electrically controllable de-speckling mod- 

ulator for modifying the temporal and spatial 
phase of the light beam; and 
g) a projection lens for producing an image of 
the spatial light modulator on a distant screen. 

10 

2. The display apparatus claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
the electrically controllable de-speckling modulator 
comprises a bulk electro-optic substrate and a se- 
ries of modulator sites, wherein each modulator im- 

15 parts controlled phase delays to the beam of light 
passing through each of said modulator sites. 

3. The display apparatus claimed in claim 2, wherein 
the controlled phase delays are randomly time var- 

20 iant. 

4. The display apparatus claimed in claim 2, wherein 
the modulator sites are defined by patterned elec- 
trodes on a surface of the substrate. 

25 

5. The display apparatus claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
the de-speckling modulator is adapted to operate 
on a plurality of wavelengths of light simultaneously 

30 6. The display apparatus claimed in claim 2, wherein 
phase delays introduced by the de-speckling mod- 
ulator are small relative to the coherence length of 
the laser fight source; the number of modulator sites 
is much larger than the number of lenslets; and the 

35 de-speckling modulator is located in a far field of an 
imaged plane within the illumination system, or in 
one of its conjugates. 

7. The display apparatus claimed in claim 6, wherein 
40 the beam shaping optics includes a pair of fly's eye 

lenslet arrays and the de-speckling modulator is lo- 
cated between the fly's eye lenslet arrays, such that 
the de-speckling modulator is located in a far field 
of the illumination plane conjugate to the image 
45 plane where the spatial light modulator resides. 

8. The display apparatus claimed in claim 2, wherein 
phase delays introduced by the de-speckling mod- 
ulator are small relative to the coherence length of 

so the laser light source; the number of modulator sites 
is much larger than the number of lenslets; and the 
de-speckling modulator is located within the near 
field of an imaged plane within the illumination sys- 
tem, or in one of its conjugates. 

55 

9. The display apparatus claimed in claim 2, wherein 
phase delays introduced by the de-speckling mod- 
ulator are on the same order as the coherence 
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length of the laser light source, and the de-speckling 
modulator is located between the diffuser and the 
beam shaping optics. 

10. The display apparatus claimed in claim 2, wherein 
phase delays introduced by the de-speckling mod- 
ulator are on the same order as the coherence 
length of the laser light source, the beam shaping 
comprises a pair of fly's eye lenslet arrays and the 
de-speckling modulator is located between the fly's 
eye lenslet arrays. 

11. The display apparatus claimed in claim 2, wherein 
phase delays introduced by the de-speckling mod- 
ulator are on the same order as the coherence 
length of the laser light source, the beam shaping 
optics includes a fly's eye integrator with a pair of 
lenslet arrays each consisting of a number of lens- 
lets, and the de-speckling modulator has a number 
of modulator sites which are greater than the 
number of lenslets of the first lenslet array, such that 
the phase delays alter the temporal and spatial co- 
herence of the beam of light passing through each 
lenslet of a lenslet array without diffusing or scatter- 
ing light.. 

12. The display apparatus claimed in claim 2, wherein 
phase delays introduced by the de-speckling mod- 
ulator are on the same order as the coherence 
length of the laser light source, the beam shaping 
optics includes a fly's eye integrator with a first lens- 
let array and second lenslet array, and the de- 
speckling modulator has a number of modulator 
sites which is much greater than the number of lens- 
lets of the first lenslet array, such that light is dif- 
fused or scattered, and the de-speckling modulator 
is located within the near field of the first lenslet ar- 
ray, which is image conjugate to the spatial light 
modulator. 

13. The display apparatus claimed in claim 1, wherein 
the de-speckling modulator introduces phase de- 
lays from a spatial arrangement of modulator sites, 
relative to the extent of the beam of light passing 
through the modulator sites, such that the imaging 
wavefronts within the beam of light are altered in a 
spatially variant manner. 

14. The display apparatus claimed in claim 1, wherein 
the de-speckling modulator has modulator sites 
which define different regions of the beam of light 
passing through the modulator sites, the de-speck- 
ling modulator introduces phase delays from the 
spatial arrangement of modulator sites, such that 
the temporal coherence is temporally and spatially 
variable amongst the regions. 

15. The display apparatus claimed in claim 14, wherein 



the beam shaping optics includes a fly's eye inte- 
grator with a pair of lenslet arrays, and the number 
of modulator sites is larger than the number of lens- 
lets in a lenslet array. 

5 

1 6. The display apparatus claimed in claim 1 , where the 
beam expander comprises an array of partially re- 
flecting mirrors to split the light beam into N beam- 
lets, wherein adjacent beamlets propagate paths 

10 through the array of partially reflecting mirrors that 
differ by an amount on the order of the coherence 
length; and where the beam shaping optics modify 
the N beamlets to provide uniform illumination of the 
spatial light modulator. 

15 

17. The display apparatus claimed in claim 16, wherein 
the de-speckling modulator introduces phase de- 
lays from a spatial arrangement of modulator sites, 
relative to the extent of the beam of light passing 

20 through the modulator sites, such that the imaging 
wavefronts within the beam of light are altered in a 
spatially variant manner. 

18. The display apparatus claimed in claim 16, wherein 
25 the de-speckling modulator has modulator sites 

which define different regions of the beam of light 
passing through the modulator sites, the de-speck- 
ling modulator introduces phase delays from the 
spatial arrangement of modulator sites, such that 
30 the temporal coherence is temporally and spatially 
variable amongst the regions. 

1 9. The display apparatus claimed in claim 1 , where the 
spatial light modulator is a liquid crystal display. 

35 

20. The display apparatus claimed in claim 1 , where the 
spatial light modulator is an electro-mechanical mir- 
ror array. 

40 21. Display apparatus, comprising: 

a) a laser light source for emitting a light beam; 

b) a beam expander for expanding the light 
beam; 

45 c) a linear spatial light modulator; 

d) beam shaping optics for shaping the expand- 
ed laser beam to provide uniform illumination 
of the spatial light modulator, the beam shaping 
optics including a fly's eye integrator having an 

so array of lenslets; 

e) an electrically controllable de-speckling 
modulator for modifying the temporal and spa- 
tial phase of the light beam; and 

f) a projection lens and a scanning means for 
55 producing a two dimensional image on a distant 

screen. 

22. Display apparatus according to claim 21, including 
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a diffuser located in the light beam between the la- 
ser light source and the beam shaping optics. 

23. Display apparatus according to claim 22, wherein 
the diffuser is a one-dimensional diffuser, providing 
light diffusion along the long axis of the linear spatial 
light modulator. 

24. Display apparatus claimed in claim 21, wherein the 
de-speckling modulator comprises a bulk electro- 
optic substrate and a series of modulator sites, 
wherein each modulator imparts controlled phase 
delays to the beam of light passing through each of 
said modulator sites. 

25. Display apparatus claimed in claim 24, wherein the 
controlled phase delays are randomly time variant. 

26. Display apparatus claimed in claim 21 , wherein the 
de-speckling modulator introduces phase delays 
from a spatial arrangement of modulator sites, rel- 
ative to the extent of the beam of light passing 
through the modulator sites, such that the imaging 
wavefronts within the beam of light are altered in a 
spatially variant manner. 

27. Display apparatus claimed in claim 21 , wherein the 
de-speckling modulator has modulator sites which 
define different regions of the beam of light passing 
through the modulator sites, the de-speckling mod- 
ulator introduces phase delays from the spatial ar- 
rangement of modulator sites, such that the tempo- 
ral coherence is temporally and spatially variable 
amongst the regions. 

28. Display apparatus claimed in claim 27, wherein the 
beam shaping optics includes a fly's eye integrator 
with a pair of lenslet arrays, and the number of mod- 
ulator sites is larger than the number of lenslets in 
a lenslet array. 

29. Display apparatus claimed in claim 21, where the 
beam expander comprises an array of partially re- 
flecting mirrors to split the light beam into N beam- 
lets, wherein adjacent beamlets propagate paths 
through the array of partially reflecting mirrors that 
differ by an amount on the order of the coherence 
length; and where the beam shaping optics modify 
the N beamlets to provide uniform illumination of the 
spatial light modulator. 

30. Display apparatus according to claim 21, wherein 
the spatial light modulator is an electro-mechanical 
diffraction grating. 

31. Display apparatus according to claim 22, wherein 
the spatial light modulator is an electro-optical dif- 
fraction grating. 



32. Display apparatus, comprising: 

a) a laser light source for emitting a light beam; 

b) a beam expander for expanding the light 
5 beam; 

c) a spatial light modulator; 

d) beam shaping optics for shaping the expand- 
ed laser beam to provide uniform illumination 
of the spatial light modulator, the beam shaping 

10 optics including a beam homogenizer to pro- 

vide uniform illumination of the spatial light 
modulator; 

e) a diffuser located in the light beam between 
the laser light source and the beam shaping op- 
ts tics; 

f) an electrically controllable de-speckling mod- 
ulator to modify the temporal and spatial phase 
of the light beam; and 

g) a projection lens for producing an image of 
20 the spatial light modulator on a distant screen. 

33. The display apparatus claimed in claim 32, wherein 
the controlled phase delays are randomly time var- 
iant. 

25 

34. The display apparatus claimed in claim 32, wherein 
the de-speckling modulator introduces phase de- 
lays from a spatial arrangement of modulator sites, 
relative to the extent of the beam of light passing 

30 through the modulator sites, such that the imaging 
wavefronts within the beam of light are altered in a 
spatially variant manner. 

35. The display apparatus claimed in claim 32, wherein 
35 the de-speckling modulator has modulator sites 

which define different regions of the beam of light 
passing through the modulator sites, the de-speck- 
ling modulator introduces phase delays from the 
spatial arrangement of modulator sites, such that 
40 the temporal coherence is temporally and spatially 
variable amongst the regions. 

36. The display apparatus claimed in claim 32, where 
the beam expander comprises an array of partially 

45 reflecting mirrors to split the light beam into N beam- 
lets, wherein adjacent beamlets propagate paths 
through the array of partially reflecting mirrors that 
differ by an amount on the order of the coherence 
length; and where the beam shaping optics modify 

so the N beamlets to provide uniform illumination of the 
spatial light modulator. 
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